BELISARIUS                                                  ACT n

JUSTINIAN.                                         Not so:

We will not risk our army further now.

BELISARIUS. Sir, they are scattered and demoralized
After their late defeat.    Til make them serve,
As an example to the world at large,
The Empire cannot with impunity
Be set at naught.

DEMETRIUS (leaning familiarly to JUSTINIAN'S ear).

Your Majesty, take heed;
This fine oration's for the populace,
Hanging upon his words.

BELISARIUS (turning on him).           Demetrius,

Did I not swear if you were found abroad
Ere my return I'd have you scourged ?

JUSTINIAN.                                                     By God 1

You shall not scold our servants in our presence.

ISAAC. Where will his iusolence presume to next?

BELISARIUS. May all the world speak, yet I hold my tongue ?
My wrongs are hot on me I   Demetrius
Skulked here iu safety while we fought for you,
Scornfully set at naught the authority
With which you vested me; and I return
To see him at your elbow, in your ear
Whispering baseness.   Oh, let me depart

40